[Periorbital and orbital cellulitis in children].
During a six-year period 28 febrile children with acute periorbital swelling were identified. Median age was 1.8 years (range, two weeks-nine years). When possible, the children were classified as having preseptal cellulitis (infectious focus in the subcutaneous tissue in front of the orbital septum) or postseptal cellulitis (focus in the paranasal sinuses). In six children a diagnosis of preseptal subcutaneous cellulitis was based upon the clinical presentation and positive culture results. Five children were additionally classified as having preseptal cellulitis due to severe conjunctivitis. Fifteen children were classified as having postseptal cellulitis due to infection in the paranasal sinuses (ethmoiditis). In seven of the latter cases the diagnosis was based upon the results of CT/MR-scans or operation. Two children could not be classified. All children were given antibiotic treatment and four had an operation. There were no recurrences or sequelae. In our study a presumed diagnosis could be made in retrospect in most cases, but at the time of presentation the clinical picture was often confusing. We found a CT- or MR-scan to be most helpful, especially in identifying the children requiring surgical treatment.